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The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the Commission Chambers at the Ford County Government Center.

Those present were:   
 
Gary Thomas, Chairman 	                                   J.D. Gilbert, County Administrator  
Chris Boys, Commissioner                                        Debbie Cox, County Clerk                                          
Shawn Tasset, Commissioner                                       
			   				

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order.  
Lieutenant Marcelo Marin, Salvation Army, led the group in prayer followed by Chairman Thomas leading the Pledge of Allegiance.

Consent Agenda

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 2026-03, 2026-04
Adds & Abatements: Adds & Abatements: 2024 RP $-557.74; 2024 PP $-1856.92;
2025 PP $-1,744.98: 2025 RP $-504.48
Health Department: Grant Application

Chairman Thomas moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Approval of Claims for Payment: $875,591.75

Commissioner Boys motioned to approve the claims for payment as presented. Commissioner Tasset seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Open Public Comment 

Chairman Thomas introduced Michael Brown as the new Landfill Director. Michael has over 26 years with the County.
Chuck West,  who lives on Kenneth Rd, Richland Township. Asking about the condition of the road. It is in need of repair, when it rains it is almost unusable. Would like to have rock on it every once in a while. Commissioner Tasset explained that is a Township Road. He gave Mr. West the Township Clerk’s name, Terrence Stefan and the other board members names. Mr. West will contact the County Clerk for contact information of the Township Board. 
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Unfinished Business 

Board of County Commissioners Committee Duties

This item was tabled from the last meeting.
Replacing Ken Snook with Gary Thomas to the committees Mr. Snook was on.
Adding all three to the HWY 50 committee.   
 All Commissioners agreed with the table of appointments.

Legal Counsel 

Stellar Forge (SFP 241 242 LLC) AI-Ready Data Center Road Use Agreement

Ford County Legal Counsel Mr. Glenn Kerbs, and Ford County Engineer Jon Halbgewachs presented for approval the Road Use agreement for construction of the Stellar Forge Data Center.

Commissioner Tasset moved to approve the agreement as presented. Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

County Administrator’s Report

Ford County Engineer: Stellar Forge Construction Engineering Agreement

County Engineer Jon Halbgewachs presented for approval the engineering agreement between the County and Kirkham Michael for services connected with the construction of the Stellar Forge data center.

Commissioner Tasset moved to approve the engineering agreement as presented. Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

County-wide Burn Ban & Disaster Declaration

Emergency Manager Rex Beemer presented Resolution 2026-09, for a Burn ban in Ford County. The initial time frame would be from February 17 until May 18. 
 
Commissioner Boys moved to approve Resolution No. 2026-09 for the burn ban.  Chairman Thomas seconded the motion.  Commissioner Tasset could agree if the ending date was changed to 30 days with the Chief able to extend it if needed, as the farmers need to clear the fields. 

Commissioner Boys moved to amend his original motion, and ask for the Burn Ban time frame to changed to February 17 to March 17. Chairman Thomas seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Emergency Manager Rex Beemer presented Resolution 2026-10, Proclamation of a State of Local Disaster Emergency for Ford County, Kansas.

Commissioner Tasset moved to approve Resolution 2026-10 as presented. Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.
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Road & Bridge: Request to Solicit Bids for 2026 Asphalt Program & Winter Salt

R&B Superintendent Bradley Ross requested permission to go out to bids for 2026 asphalt and winter salt.

Commissioner Tasset moved to approve going for bids for 9,000 tons of Cold Mix/ Asphalt. Chairman Thomas seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0

Commissioner Tasset moved to approve going for bids for Emulsion Oil. Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Boys moved to approve going for bids for Roadway Paint Striping. Chairman Thomas seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Tasset moved to approve going for bids for 150 tons of Road Salt. Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Chairman Thomas moved to approve going for bids for Sealing Aggregate. Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Road & Bridge: Fuel Bid Results

Road & Bridge Superintendent Bradley Ross presented the fuel bids that were received. There were two.


	Vendor
	Location
	E-10 Unleaded - 75,000 gallons
	#2 Dyed Diesel - 65,000 gallons
	#2 Clear Diesel -65,000 gallons
	#1 Diesel Clear / Dyed - 10,000 gallons

	Alliance AG & Grain
	Spearville, Kansas
	 
	 
	 
	 

	A-V Energy  
	Dodge City, Kansas
	$2.34/gal
	$2.48/gal
	$2.73/gal
	$2.78/gal dyed

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	$3.03/gal clear

	Bredfeldt Oil, Inc
	Dodge City, Kansas
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Hilker Oil Company
	Cimarron, Kansas
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Nusser Fuels
	Jetmore, Kansas
	$2.48/gal
	$2.55/gal
	$2.81/gal
	$3.00/gal Dyed   $3.26/gal clear

	Winans Oil Co
	Dodge City, Kansas
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	Market Price



After much discussion about the two bids.
Chairman Thomas moved to recess until 4:30 pm so Mr. Ross may see how much we have used in the last year. Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

February 17, 2026                                 Meeting No. 05                                       Page 18

Commission returned to regular meeting at 4:30 pm. 

Discussion on the usage amount from last year and this year was had. 

Commissioner Tasset moved to approve the bid from A-V Energy. Chairman Thomas seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.


Upcoming Meetings

Next Regular Board of County Commissioners-meeting will be on March 2, 2026
Annual Chamber Banquet -6-9 pm. Friday, February 20, 2026, Boot Hill Casino & Resort Conference Center.
NACo Legislative Conference -February 21-24, 2026, Washington, D.C.
County Day at the Capitol- Tuesday, March 3, 2026, 8:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m., Kansas Statehouse, Topeka.


Chairman Thomas motioned to adjourn, at 4: 43 p.m. Commissioner Tasset seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0. 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FORD COUNTY, KANSAS

______________________                           
Gary Thomas, Chairman


Attested: 

_______________________
Debbie Cox, County Clerk
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